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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

We are happy to present the second anniversary issue of our bilingual half

yearly magazine &3zar to our readers. At the outset, we thank all the authors who
have contributed to this issue despite being surrounded by an environment of
hopelessness, despair and disappointment due to COVID 19. None of us has ever
witnessed such struggle for survival. Covid-19 is at the back of everyone’s mind.
Yet, we are resilient and we all are hard at work with a hope that everything will be
fine one day. Our authors have defied this onslaught and have given their precious
time to allow us to bring this issue for our readers that covers a wide variety of
subjects.

As in the earlier issues this issue also has an English and Hindi section, news
analysis and sketches based on the previous issue. We continue to make the
magazine more colourful and have added some additional sketches and pictures to
make the presentation more attractive.

oAz covers a variety of socialissues. We not only address important contemporary
issues but also strive to bring out characters from the folds of history to enlighten
our readers on our glorious heritage. All articles are written in simple language
which one can read without picking up the dictionary. In other words, there is no
target audience for us- anyone who picks up the magazine can read it with interest
page one through the end.

Here is now a brief overview of English section of the current issue:

The article on ‘Phool Walon Ki Sair’ talks about the week-long celebration by the
florists from different religious backgrounds. This article highlights its interesting
historical background dating in the Mughal period in the early century and its
significance in terms of the communal harmony in the contemporary India.

‘Checks and Balances’ addresses the need for the working couples to balance
their roles remembering the fall outs of making their jobs their priority. On a similar
theme, Dilemmas and Challenges of a Working Woman reminds the society the pulls
and pressures on a working woman and to acknowledge and be considerate.

‘Me, Myself and I’ highlights the self-centric attitude becoming a norm amongst
the young adults in the competitive world of today whereby everything a person
does is for personal gains. As editors we do not pass any judgements, the solution
offered by the author is to practice our well-founded ideologies and to become role
models for this generation.
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‘Do You Know Real You’ reveals how significant it is to be familiar with your
own self and to have the appropriate balance of psyche and sentiments, thereby
unveiling the concept of introspection. At the end of the day, you can misrepresent
yourself to someone else but you cannot escape from knowing who you truly are.

The article on domesticated animals and pets discusses some interesting role
pets play in human society and discusses many aspects of their general care,
nutrition, health care, preventive care, insurance and laws and regulations on pets
in the US and in India.

The research paper on obstetric violence, a study based on primary data
concludes that women face a variety of mental and physical abuses during childbirth
irrespective of their financial status.

The article on Rudrama Devi, a ruler for almost four decades of Kakatiya Dynasty
of Andhra which is present day Telangana region, a great warrior and administrator,
makes an interesting read from history.

In her article, the author has made a case for paternity leave as a step towards
gender equality, discusses attitudes of young fathers, and provisions for paternity
leave in different countries.
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We hope that our readers will enjoy reading the thought provoking articles in
this issue. Any comments or feedback from readers are always welcome.
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